
Services & Fees

A landscape designer can help you in several ways. The information below describes
the services I provide, and how to best tailor them to your needs. 

Some clients are do-it-yourselfers and experienced gardeners, and would like help
creating an overall design or solving a problem for a specific area. Some would like
to have a professional install the hardscape (paths, patios, fountains, etc.) and then
do the planting themselves. Others prefer to have the entire project designed and
installed by professionals from start to finish. I structure my fees accordingly, so that
you receive the support you need to develop a beautiful and lasting garden.

Initial Design Consulations: No Charge
If you would like me to meet with you, walk your site, and discuss possibilities for
design, I’d be happy to set this up at your convenience, no charge. At that meeting,
I will bring copies of my fee schedule and a portfolio of designs and photos for your
review.

Landscape Designs
A landscape design consists of both a process and set of documents to assist you in
fully developing your site. A design is especially useful for new homes and high-pro-
file areas (such as an entryway or pool), or major renovations, such as changing
from a traditional lawn-and-shrub design to a drought-resistant or native planting. 

The Landscape Design Process includes:
1. Preliminary meeting. I come to the project site to meet with you, discuss the

scope of the project, interview you about ideas and preferences, and walk the
site. No charge for the initial meeting.

2. Site survey and Base Plan. Once you approve the bid, I return to the site to survey
the land and relevant buildings, inventory existing plants and hardscape, and
make notes for a site analysis (wind, direction of sun, drainage, soil quality, areas
that need screening, water sources, etc.). The survey uses both measurements
and detailed digital photographs. I use this information to draft the Base Plan, an
accurate, to-scale drawing of the project area—a blueprint, but one that includes
features of the landscape. It is the basis for all further design sketches and draw-
ings. [insert Base Plan picture]

3. Design sketches and client review. Once I complete the base plan, I use trace
paper sketches to develop a variety of ideas for you to review. We also look at
examples from books and photos, review the site, and come to decisions about
the final design. [insert photo sketch]

4. Conceptual plan. Using your feedback, I draft a final conceptual plan. This plan
shows locations of trees, shrubs, flowerbeds, water features, paths, patios, and
other structural elements, both existing and those to be installed. It is the key
document for later installation by you or professional contractors. [insert concept
plan sketch]

5. Planting plan(s). Once you approve the conceptual plan then, if desired, I prepare
one or more detailed planting plans. These identify individual plants and are used
by you or your contractors for purchasing and installing plants.

6. Follow-up consultation. I meet with you and/or your contractors to discuss these
plans in detail and ensure that your questions are answered prior to installation.

FEES
Landscape Desgin Fees
These are calculated on a project-by-project basis, after the initial meeting. Project
fees generally range in price from $2,000-$6,000, depending on the size of the
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property, and the complexity and scope of project. 
Minimum project fee for a full landscape design is $2,000. 50% of the fee is due
when the bid is accepted and the remainder paid when the final set of documents
is delivered. 

Installation Fees
A landscape designer can provide great assistance in seeing a design successfully
installed. For example, I can work directly with the contractors from start to finish,
providing recommendations, reviewing bids, supervising on-site, purchasing plants
and placing them in the landscape, locating fountains, sculpture, garden furniture,
or other features, and making sure that the design is built according to your specifi-
cations. Sometimes clients would like help with only one or two aspects of the
installation. As this varies from case to case, I charge either by the hour or provide a
project bid, depending on your preference. Here are several services that clients
have requested:

Researching contractors, suppliers, and specific materials
Preparing detailed budgets for all or part of plan
Reviewing bids and checking contractors’ references
On-site consulting/supervision during installation phase 
Locating hard-to-find plants or garden structures
Hand-placing plants for installation

The services above are charged at an hourly rate of $90, unless a project bid is
requested.

One-Time Consultations
A consultation is an excellent choice for owners of established yards who want only
minor changes, or experienced gardeners who would like a little help with design.
A Consultation includes: 

A visit to your home or project site
Assistance in identifying unknown plants
Discussion of design choices for specific areas of your site
Recommendations of arborists to diagnose diseased trees/shrubs, if needed
Recommendations concerning irrigation, drainage, or lighting, if needed
Recommendations for landscape suppliers, contractors, and other sources in your

area
A Consultation costs $120 and lasts about an hour. (Note: If after a consultation
you decide to have a plan prepared, this charge will count towards the cost of the
design.)

Plant Purchasing
One benefit of working with a landscape designer, even if you do the installation
yourself, is that I can purchase your plants at savings over retail nurseries. For larger
installations, the savings add up quickly. Discounts vary depending on the plant and
the supplier, but in many cases the savings can more than pay for the price of a pro-
fessionally prepared design. 

Questions? I am happy to answer any questions you might have about my services
and fees. I have a portfolio of plans and photos from client’s projects available for
review. In addition, I am happy to provide you with the names and phone numbers
of recent clients. 

Thank you for your interest in Green Perspectives!
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